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A Message From the President  

Gene Pellerin 
LFDA President 

Greetings, 

 

The older I get the quicker time seems to fly by.  With the end of 2018 life 
has changed quite a bit at the Pellerin home.  Susana and I have officially 
become empty nesters.  Our daughter, Alexandra, started her first year of 
pharmacy school at William Carey University in Biloxi, Mississippi. Our son, 
Pablo, started his freshman year at LSU. As we all know, change is 
inevitable and we are adjusting quite well. 

LFDA was busy during the past few months—hosting its fall seminar at the 
historic Hotel Bentley in Alexandria and our Mi-Winter seminar at the 
Renaissance Hotel in Baton Rouge. Both seminars provided a great learning 
experience and wonderful fellowship for all attendees. Special thanks to our 
sponsors for supporting these events. 

I want to take the opportunity to thank Joel Swisher for his service on the 
NFDA Policy Board for the past 2 years.  Joel has decided to step down 
from the position creating a vacancy on the board. I have appointed Bryan 
Price to serve the 3 year term of Policy Board Representative.  Bryan is 
already off to a great start.  In January he was able to attend the Policy 
Board orientation at NFDA headquarters in Brookfield, Wisconsin.  From the 
phone conversation he and I had upon his return, I could tell he was 
energized about NFDA and the services they provided to its members.  
Bryan and I also traveled to Washington D.C. earlier this month to attend 
the NFDA Advocacy summit.  While there, we visited with our congressional 
delegation from Louisiana to discuss issues important to small businesses 
and funeral service. 

Looking ahead, the LFDA and MFDA Joint Convention will be here before 
we know it.  The convention committee, along with the Tatman group, is 
hard at work finalizing what will be 
a great event.  The convention will 
be held at the Windsor Court Hotel 
in New Orleans on June 2-4, 2019.  
Be sure to make your plans now! 

 

 

See you in New Orleans, 

 

Gene Pellerin 



2018-2019 LFDA Executive Committee Executive Director & Staff 
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President 
Gene Pellerin 

Pellerin Funeral Home 
gene@pellerin.com 

(337) 319-5542 
 

Vice President 
Gary Tranchina 

Honaker Funeral Home 
gary@honakerforestlawn.com 

(985) 641-1900 
 

Treasurer 
W. Bryan Price 

Southern Funeral Home 
bryan303@bellsouth.net 

(318) 628-6921 
 

Secretary 
Anthony J. “Tiger” Istre 

Geesey-Ferguson Funeral Home 
anthonyistre@geeseyferguson.com 

(337) 783-3313 
 

Sergeant-at-Arms 
Nicole Charlet Wilcher 
Charlet Funeral Home 

Nicole.wilcher@gmail.com 
(225) 654-4480 

 
 
 
 

Past President 
William Wimberly 

Ardoin Funeral Home 
wimberly@legacyfuneralgroup.com 

(337) 457-3371 
 

South District Governor 
Boyd Mothe, Jr. 

Mothe Funeral Homes 
bmothejr@yahoo.com 

(504) 366-4343 
 

Southeast District Governor 
Nicole Charlet Wilcher 
Charlet Funeral Home 

Nicole.wilcher@gmail.com 
(225) 654-4480 

 
Southwest District Governor 

Raymond Martin III 
Martin & Castille Funeral Home 

raymond@mourning.com 
(337) 234-2311  

 
North District Governor 

Troy Dennard 
Young’s Funeral Home 

troy@youngsfh.com 
(318) 757-3639 

 
 
 
 

Executive Director & Lobbyist 
David Tatman 

david@tatmangroup.com 
 

Account Manager 
Jamie Freeman 

jamie@tatmangroup.com 
 

Asst. Account Manager 
Annie Wilson 

annie.wilson@tatmangroup.com 
 

LFDA 
P.O. Box 82531 

Baton Rouge, LA 70884 
Telephone:  (225) 767-7640  

Fax:  (225) 767-7648 
Email: LFDA@tatmangroup.com 
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Tune In  

David Tatman 
LFDA Executive  

Director &  
Legislative Lobbyist 

The 2019 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature kicked off at noon 
on Monday, April 8, 2019. While the Louisiana Legislature meets each 
spring, the subject matter differs for even-numbered years and odd-
numbered years. In even-numbered years, legislators can consider bills for 
anything but tax or budget issues. In odd-numbered years like this year, 
the focus must be on those fiscal matters; however, each legislator is 
allowed to file 5 bills of general subject matter. These bills had to be pre-
filed before Session began on April 8th.  Legislators are allowed to file an 
unlimited number of fiscal bills until the deadline of April 17th. 
 
With this limited scope, the Legislature meets for a shorter period of time. 
In even-numbered years, they meet for 60 days. In odd-numbered years 
like this year, they will only meet for 45 days. Session must adjourn no later 
than 6:00 pm on Thursday, June 6, 2019, just after the Annual LFDA/
MFDA Joint Convention. With the shorter time frame, legislators will be 
busy trying to work through the 800+ bills filed.  
  
LFDA is currently monitoring 5 bills in this Regular Session. The LFDA 
Legislative Committee has met to discuss each bill and LFDA’s position on 
them.  LFDA’s Legislative Chair, Gene Pellerin, and I have also been 
meeting with legislators to discuss these bills and ensure positive 
outcomes for the funeral profession. 
  
House Bill 102 by Rep. Sam Jones would remove the right of disposition of 
a homicide victim from any person with an arrest warrant for the homicide. 
As of April 17, this bill has passed through committee and is on its way to 
the House.  HB 177 by Rep. Steve Pugh, regarding certificates of stillbirth, 
will be heard in the House Health and Welfare Committee soon. 
  
We will continue to monitor each bill throughout the process and will keep 
you informed of any developments affecting your profession with our 
emailed Legislative Updates. We ask that you be on the lookout for time-
sensitive Legislative Alerts. When you see these come through your inbox, 
remember to STOP, READ, and ACT.  If you are not receiving these 
emails, please contact the LFDA office today at LFDA@tatmangroup.com.  
  
If you have any questions or concerns about LFDA’s legislative efforts, 
please feel free to contact me at (225) 767-7640 or 
david@tatmangroup.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
David Tatman 

mailto:LFDA@tatmangroup.com
mailto:david@tatmangroup.com


Page 7 



Page 8 

LFDA District News  

Southwest District 

On Wednesday, March 13th the 
Southwest District gathered for their 
annual crawfish boil and district 
meeting in Rayne, Louisiana. It 
included two hours of continuing 
education on the electronic death 
certificate portal.  

The North District also had a successful 
district meeting on February ??, 2019.  They 
offered 2 hours of continuing education 
credits on Active Listening & Validating Your 
Families.  They also collected suits for 
donation to “Dress for Success” and 
personal hygiene items to benefit the LA 
Veterans Homes of Alexandria, Shreveport, 
and Monroe. 

North District 
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LFDA News  

The LFDA Mid-Winter Meeting was held on February 7, 2019 at the Renaissance Hotel in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana. Danny Wright, with Federated Insurance, gave a presentation on the 
Federated Drive S.A.F.E.R. program. Jamee Steele, with the Tatman Group, presented a 
legislative update. Brian Carroll, with Batesville, gave a presentation concerning how to handle 
phone seekers in the funeral profession.  Following the meeting, the Southeast District held a 
successful district meeting at the Renaissance Hotel.  
 
Don’t miss the LFDA/MFDA Annual Joint Convention on June 2-4 in New Orleans!  It will be held 
at the luxurious Windsor Court Hotel, and there is a great lineup of speakers and events planned.  
You won’t want to miss it! 
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NFDA News  

Beware! Heritage Cremation Providers Using Alias 
by T. Scott Gilligan, NFDA general counsel   

Over the past two years, NFDA has issued warnings to funeral homes regarding the operations of 
Heritage Cremation Providers, an internet middleman that holds itself out to the public as a locally-
owned and trusted funeral home providing low-cost cremation services. In fact, Heritage Cremation 
Providers is an unlicensed seller of funeral and cremation services with a long track record of 
consumer fraud and abuse. State Funeral Boards in Colorado, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, 
Oregon and Tennessee have all taken action against Heritage Cremation Providers; however, because 
Heritage Cremation Providers can hide behind the internet, it is virtually impossible for a state board to 
be able to shut it down. Despite efforts of state regulators, they continue to peddle low-cost cremation 
services to the public through its website. 

Because of warnings issued by NFDA and state funeral associations, in addition to efforts by state 
funeral boards to prohibit funeral homes and crematories from providing services to Heritage 
Cremation Providers, many funeral homes have refused to enter into agreements with Heritage 
Cremation Providers to service families. 

It appears that the warnings by NFDA and others have had an effect because we just learned that 
Heritage Cremation Providers has adopted a new subterfuge in contacting funeral homes to provide 
services to them. An NFDA member in New Hampshire informed NFDA that it was contacted over the 
last several weeks by a Colorado funeral home operating under the name of “Families First Funeral 
Homes.” After receiving several calls, the New Hampshire funeral home became suspicious and 
reviewed closely the paperwork that it had received from Families First Funeral Home. Buried in the 
paperwork were several written listings of “Heritage Cremation Providers.” Apparently, when Heritage 
Cremation Providers decided to disguise itself as Families First Funeral Home, it overlooked several 
references to Heritage Cremation Providers in its own paperwork. 

Upon discovering the discrepancies, the member in New Hampshire notified NFDA and we have been 
able to confirm that Families First Funeral Home LLC is a limited liability company organized in 
Colorado. In addition, NFDA was able to verify that the contact agent for Families First Funeral Homes 
LLC listed with the Office of the Colorado Secretary of State is Anthony J. Damiano. Of course Anthony 
J. Damiano, also known as A.J. Damiano, is one of the owners and operators of Heritage Cremation 
Providers. 

While NFDA members who receive calls to provide cremation services for Families First Funeral Home 
or Heritage Cremation Providers know to refuse those requests, it is highly probable that Heritage 
Cremation Providers will simply adopt a series of new aliases and fictitious trade names to disguise its 
actual identity. For that reason, funeral homes should always investigate when they receive a request 
for services from out-of-state funeral homes that they are not familiar with. If you have not previously 
dealt with a particular out-of-state funeral home, ask for its contact information and confirm through 
NFDA’s website, state board licensing listings and funeral home directories that it is an operating 
funeral home. Since nearly every funeral home has a website, this will be helpful in confirming who 
owns and operates the funeral home that is requesting you to provide cremation services. 

NFDA members with questions regarding this matter may contact Scott Gilligan at 513-871-6332 
or scott@gilliganlegal.com. 

mailto:scott@gilliganlegal.com
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Classifieds  
Company Page 

Aymond Mortuary Support 4 

Bourgeois Casket Company, Inc. 8 

Federated Insurance 7 

Lamcraft 4 

Matthews Aurora Funeral Solutions  2 

Messenger, LLC 9 

Security National Life 3 

Selected Funeral Life Insurance Company 11 

Classified ads are provided as a complimentary 
service to LFDA members. Ads will run for one 
issue, unless an extension is requested.  To place 
your classified ad, send a Word document with the 
information to: 

 

LFDA News 
P.O. Box 82531 

Baton Rouge, LA 70884 
Or Email: lfda@tatmangroup.com 

 

The ad will appear in the following newsletter. The 
printed ad should not be deemed to constitute a 
recommendation or endorsement of any type by 
LFDA. 

Advertiser Index  



 

P.O. Box 82531 

Baton Rouge, LA 70884 
Phone:  225.767.7640 

Fax:  225.767.7648 

lfda@tatmangroup.com 

www.lfdaweb.org 

Save the Date  

South District Crawfish Boil April 24, 2019 Marrero, LA 

North District Meeting April 25, 2019 Boyce, LA 

Annual Joint Convention June 2-4, 2019 New Orleans, LA 


